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MOROCCO, SUNISIA & ALGERIA

1. To start with Morocco, it iz pow a little less than eleven wonths
since the Freach, in November 18955, restored the deposed Sultan-—
Mohkamed ben Youspef--to the Moroccan throne, By March of this
year, the provisional N¥oroccan goverament had wor formal ¥rench
regoguition of Morocomn independence. ﬁinae then, the Moroccans
have sssumed contrel over all their govermmental functions,
inecluding the key areas of foreigo affairs and ﬂaiénaa.

A, Following suspenalon of the 1912 treaty which had established
the Freach gretaatarate; Spain ian turn, this April, reluctantly

andered its coptrol over the porthern and southern siripe

of Morocco (held under a bilateral agreemeni with Frasnce),

B. By the end of April, NHorecco's nationaliste had also precipitmted
a erisie in the internatbunal zone of Tengler, As n raéu;t, a
aine-power conferpuce, convoked by the Morocecan govermment,
uill'digauﬁﬁrtﬁe de~internatioaalization of Tangler on
8 Getober,

I1. Present Problems: The problems faced by this new uation fall iate
three main categories--political, sconomic and interaational.
Politically, Morocco possesses only a handful of experienced
officials, but a plentiiul supply of politicians., Thusfar, the
sultan has emerged both as the dominant and as the unifying forece
in Moroccan politics, and no steps have yet heen taken to curb
bie absolute authority.
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A, This August, however, the principal naticnalist party, Istiglal
{which bolds 11 of 23 portfolios in the coslition provisional
government) precipitated a csbinet crisis, Istiqlal demanded
the formation of a one-party goverament, |
i. The sultan, who is suspicious of republican tendencies

in the extremist faction of Imtiqlal, has not yet taken
nny‘aétigiicn this demand,

2., He may’well glve the.latiqlnl_a few more cabinet posts
at the expense of the other two coalition members--—the
small, French-backed nationalist Shoura party and the
independents--which now hold 6 posts each,

B, Istiqlal is also laying the groundwork for Xuture Horococan
territorial aggrandizement at the expense of France and
Bpain, |
.1. The party has revived Moroccan claims to the wgaternmn&t

portion of Algeria, including the mineral-rich Columb
Bechar ares, as well as to Spanish Sahara and French
Mauretania, | ,

2. This claim dates back to the Almohad empire (12-13th
century).

€. Morocco's economic difficulties-wwhich include inflation,
nnemployment and a flight of French capital--cannot be
divorced from its still tense international relations with

France.,
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D,

E.

1. Moroecco bas an annual budgetary.éeficit estnated at
$200 miilien.

2. The French are trying to monopolize or control all econonric
aid received by Morocco,.

3. The Moroccans rement any implied continuation of French
domipance through control of the pation's purse-strings.

Both financial and defense agreements, uew‘undar negotiation

in Paris, are being hampered in two ways.

1. Morocco im met on exercising all its sovereign prerogatives.

2. France is trying to isolate Morocco from other forelgan
{am) particularly US) influence and assistance.

Aside from their problems with the French, the Noroccans aspire

to the internationel position of a bridge between the West

and the Moslem world. They look to the West for economic

and technological assistance, but seek to retain cultural

and, particularly, religicus ties with Islam,

1., Nevertheless, both the sultan and Moroccan officialse have
peen reluctant to establish close ties with Egypt.

2. Movrocco will hold back from membership in the Arab League
at least until after thelnﬁ ondérses ﬂbréccan membership
this fall, | “ |

3, ©f all the'Arab,states, Irag is the one with which Horocco
pra!erabelase ties., These may be cemented by & marriage
hﬂt!wan aﬂa of the sultan's daughters and King Falsal.,

4, Although the Istiqlal party actively supports Nasr in
its press, Moroccan officials have adopted a moderate

attitude toward the Suez crisis,
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¥, The Noroccans are reluctant te establish relations with the
USSR and the Boviet Bloc. , |
1. The USSR has pressed ﬁarouée for an exchange of digomats
and may use the October Tangler conference to force the
1esue. |
2, The USSR participated in the 19405 counference which
ré&&t&ﬁlished this international gone after World ¥ar II,
ltltkough it bhase never occcupied the seat it won on the
internationsl Committes of Control,
3. Bloc trade with Morocco has increased during the past year
and Czech interest i Moroccan in&mstria.limmm is reported,
G, In its relations with the US, the principal issue for Morocco
| ig the ragulutizatian of the status of the five air bases (four
Alr Force #nﬂ one Navy) baiit and occupied by the US under
bilateral agroements with France, , |
1. The NMoroccans are still angry over omission of the sultan
as w parti¢ipant in the 1950 negotiations establishing
these bases, |
2. The Moroccans are anxious for American economic assistance,
bowever, and the sultan has recently hinted that he would
approve continned use of the Moroccan bases were he assured
of US ald,
R, Acutely sensitive to any encroschments on ite newly-restored
sovereignty, MHorocoo is seeking to remaln aloof from cold
WA pressures,
1, However, internal pressures have already forced the

government to accept Egyptian and Bloc trade offers and

cultural axehunﬁqs.fw
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2. Morocco's continuing economic problems make it particularly
vulnersble to further Bloc and Egyptian approaches.
'¥IX. As to Tunisia, this former French protectorate was granted its
independence this March after more than three yaﬁra of intensive
" pationmlist agitation and disar&ar.

A, The generally moderate political party of Tunisia's present
yft&ier, Habilb Bourghiba, and other parties friendly to
Bourghiba, presented a national front ticket in the electien
of a constituent assembly last March. They won,ali the seats.,
1., 8Since then, Bourghiba has zuceesafully wrested control

over Tunisian foreign affairs and defense from the Freach,
8. 'The exiled Tunisian extremist, Salsh ben Youssef--who
congiders Bourghiba too conciliatory--seems to have lost
most of his following. -
IV. The Tunisian government, like Morocco, faces serious economic
afablems.

A. Tunisia's economy is weak and the nation lacks natural
regources. In the past, France hnﬂ-naﬁally.p&id 35-40% of
Tunisia's anpual expenses (a subsidy of some $75 million).

B, Today, 400,000 persons (1!3 of the lahor force) are unemployed

| and famine threatens the country's drought-stricken central
and southern areas,

1, As with Morocco, France desires that any foreign econonic
. aid for Tunisia be "coordinated" with Paris, |

ﬂ.' Internationally, friction in Tunisian-French relations is the

major prcblam.'

1. One issue is Tunisian sympathy for tbe Algerian rebels.
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Another is Tunisian insistence on complete withdrawal

- of French forces in Tunisia (some 40,000 troops are

there today).

In July, the Tunisians demanded that France turn over
nilitary facilities at Bizerte and also refrain from using
Tunisia as & staging ares againast the rebels in eastern
Algeria, As a2 result, negotiations with the ¥French over

a2 defense agreement broke down.,

On other international issues, Bourghiba has taken a moderate

stand,

1.

2.
3.

Tunisia 1s reluctant to becoue too c;caaly involved with
Egypt and the Arab League.

Bourghiba's position on Suez has also beern moderate.
Nevertheless, a sirong Pan-Arab movement exists in Tunisia
and Bourghiba will be under ennatant'pressure to reorient

his generally pro-¥Western policies,

As in the case of Morocce, the Bloc has been courting

Tunisia with offers of cultural and trade exchanges,

1.

Reports of Soviet efforts to establish diplomatic

relations, however, have been denied by the Tunisians,
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i» the Council is aware, the Moroccans:’h Ve control over ‘all

bihéir governmental functions, inc}udidéffhé?ké} areaé;bf'foreigﬁ,
nffairs and defense, -”ﬂﬁﬁ*‘ |
A, They also have taken control of the northern and southern S E

strips of Morocco which Spain formerly held hnder a bilateral |

agreement with France.

i "inally, the Moroccans have called a nine-power conference for
b ’ S>cuMENTIND. L
8 October, to discuss the return of Tangiép(}MNGJNﬂha |
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'farmation of a one-party government ..

. The party already holds eleven of the 23 cabinet posts. o f
2. The sultan, who is suspicious of republican tendencies ~;”_,i

inp the extremist faction of Istiqlal, has not yet acted 5

s this demand. : i
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‘posts each.’

oco's économicydifficultieé—-whibh include’ inflation)

fﬂﬁﬁéﬁgigyment and é flight of Frenc?”cab&t#l;-cahnét be divorced
' f%dmfits still tense international relations with France.
.}1 Morocco has an anpual budgetary Aeficit estimated at
"- $2ﬁ0 @illion. Formerly, these deficits were met by France,
2. fhe~Frenchrare trying to monopolize or control all ecounoric

aid received by Morocco
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nternationally, the Moroccans look to the WestVfér-eCOnpm;;

‘échnological assistance, but seek to retain cultural and
AR . . N

jbtiéuiariy, religious ties with the Moslem ﬁorld,' lf%
'  §;_ Of ‘all the‘Arab.states{_Iraq is the one with which Mo;occo o §
prefers clqse ties, These may be cemented by a marriage . 'g
hetween one cf the sultan's daughters and King Faisal, R
- Altiaoupn Egypt has been making strenuous efforts for closc é
LS both the sultan and Moroccan officials are showing |
serfuetaunee over these approaches, ‘ . 4 %
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1T Ystiglal partyiactively su its pres

- but Moroccan officialshave ‘ modera:té att

toward the Suez crisis. |
f fﬁ,f?Morocco will hold'baék frgﬁ ﬁeﬁbérsh “JithhévA;ab Leagu
at least until after the UN endoféégEiéroccan.membershipuﬂw,w
iﬁis autumn.. . o
¥ TheAMoroccans are reluctant to establish relations with the ' 7[
USSR and the Soviet Bloc, :

1. The USSR has pressed Morocco for an exchange of dipiomats

and may use the October conference on Tangier to force : T

ihe issue,
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ﬂultan during the 1950 negotiations establishing these bases,
2. The Moroccans are anxious for American economic assistance,.
however, and the sultan has recently’hihted that he would . i

spprove continued use of the Moroccan bases were he assured

i US aid,
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ti ticket in the eléctfon of a cConstituent assembly last

\~iHis,fr6nt,wonia11 the seats:

1‘~i;ffSIncemthen; Bourghiba' has successfully wrested control
‘over Tunisian foreign affairs and defense from the French, -

"2, The exiled Tunisian extremist,fSalah ben Youssef--who

considers Bourghiba too conciliatory-~-seems to have lost
most of his fellowing. v*;“ ﬁ i i g

B. ~ Tunisia, like Morocco, faces serious economic problems.
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annuql expenqes (a bUbSidY of some $75 million)

,Asfwith Morocco, France desires that any foreign eoonomic
Jaid for Tunisia be ''coordinated" with Paris.”
iy Int?rnationally, friction in Tunisian-French relations is the

m“)or problem.

&u,'ﬁne issue is Tunisian sympathy and support for the Algerian é

rebels, ‘ o . o ;
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1. Tunisia is reluctant to become too closely involved with

Fgypt and the Arab League,
2.  Bourghiba's position on Suezihas also been moderate.
’BQ Nevertheless, a strong Pan-Arab movement exists in Tunisia .
and Bourghiba will be under constant pressure to reorient
1nis generally pro-Western policies,

0.,  As in the case of Morocco, the Bloc has been courting Tunisia

with offers of cultural and trade exchanges,
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relation

in Algeria threatens France s whole 1nternationa1_p

oven the life of the Iourth Republic,”
A.. Throughout this Spring and early summer,
4 steady stream of troops to Algeria, until all military ‘ - B :

services totaled about 400i000.

i, heir mission was to pacify enough of Algeria by thxs autumn tO

cnable Parls Lo nezotiate with the rebels from a p051t10n of

i

it i,

s{rength, -~10-
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This frénch'pianfhas faiIed and'the.militaty goal

this autumn are obviousiﬁhbeyond reach,

o T AT e

1.:'Thevback_0f the rebellion has not been broken. = .

2. The rebels have revised their taqﬁicé‘ﬁnd their hard-core .

S et i IR

Strength is probably still upwards‘ot 20,000*men.';}

vi Thus, the Mollet government faces an uncomfortable future.
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Ig;g\”statute"xwould grant Algeria a limited measure of

autonomy,

while preserving "1ndissolub1e" ties with France

shuch a

program is unlikely to find support among Algerlanw

iﬁgs{ems and probably will be opposed by many French settler&&

can owell
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;Timing of the "statute" move is unsettled On 26 September

"~ the Mollet cabinet "postponed" action on the matter.
1. Mollet apparently believes that the Suez crisis will’ absorb

Assembly attention in the opening weeks of the session ihd
N

that the Government's Algeria plan should not be put

[}

forward until Suez is out of the way.
2. Thus, the Government hopes to poStpone Assembly consideration'ﬁé

of the Algeria statute until late in October.
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